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Malachi/My Messenger 

Yes, the interpretation of Mala-
chi  literally  means  “my  messen-
ger.”   There   have   been   numer-
ous positive comments regard-
ing the current Sermon Series 
in Malachi.  Most people cannot 
recall anything about the book 
of Malachi except a few tithe 
sermons from Chapter 3.  The 
book delivers a rather sobering 
message that is disturbingly 
relevant within the current con-
text of Christian Life of the 
American Church.  God has a 
way of making His message 
timeless.      The   Lord’s   message,  
which permeates the book, is 
the  truth  of  God’s  blessed  good-
ness to His people and their 
failure to recognize and 
acknowledge that blessed 
goodness. 

One of the fundamental reasons 
for the discipline of Israel time 
and time again has been the 
failure to recognize sin of be-
trayal and unfaithfulness.  
Again and again God continues 
to rescue His people from them-
selves, knowing full well that 
his people would again offer to 
Him their garments instead of 
their hearts.   His people often 
settle for half hearted ritual 
worship rather than going all in 
with full throttle allegiance and 
commitment to the advance-
ment of the Kingdom of God by  

living the Gospel abundantly. 

God desire is for His people to 
recognize and to acknowledge 
His Son the Lord Jesus Christ 
for all that He is and the full-
ness and completeness found in 
Him to be truly human.  Jesus 
has come so His people may 
take His yoke and learn of Him 
finding Him to be gentle and 
humble in heart and that He is 
the rest for souls that His peo-
ple desire.  Therefore, we must 
trust in His unfailing love, al-
lowing hearts to rejoice in His 
salvation, singing to the Lord 
because we recognize and 
acknowledge that He has been 
very good to us and will contin-
ue to bless us in ways that His 
people cannot imagine.  Mean-
while, let His people strive to be 
humble   under   God’s   mighty  
hand of love and power know-
ing that in due time He may lift 
His people up for His Glory and 
Honor. 

Pray and prepare to meet with 
the Holy Spirit of the Living 
Lord Jesus and anticipate that 
He is bringing conviction and 
calling for recognition and ac-
knowledgment for His handi-
work of redemption in the 
hearts of His people.  Give HIM 
HONOR and GLORY and 
HEARTS!  

In His Grip, 
Pastor Jerry 
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 Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian LIFE by Donald S. Whitney 
 

1  Timothy  4:7,  (NASB)  says,  “Discipline  yourself  for  the  purpose  of  
godliness.”  This  book  will  be  a  guide  for  us  as  we  study  the  Word  of  
God this Spring during Discipleship time on Sunday Night. 

We will be reading and discussion various topics such as Bible In-
take, Prayer, Worship, Evangelism, Serving, Stewardship, Fasting, 
Silence and Solitude, Journaling, Learning, and Perseverance in the 
Disciplines.  These are not to be exhaustive but I do believe they 
are essential disciplines every believer needs to survive in the Chris-
tian Life.  Jesus is preparing us and calling us to live for eternity 
with Him. 

We are planning to begin the study on February 9, 2014 at 6pm.  I have purchased 10 books and 
have them available for $8. You will not need to wait nor will you need to pay shipping.  You can 
get it on your Kindle for $8 at the website below: 

http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Disciplines-Christian-Content-Pilgrimage-ebook/dp/
B006U068KA 

Disciplining for Godliness, 

 

 

The Dying Man and Cookies 

An elderly man was at home, upstairs, dying in bed. He smelled the aroma 
of his favorite chocolate chip cookies baking. He wanted one last cookie 
before he died. He fell out of bed, crawled to the landing, rolled down the 
stairs and crawled into the kitchen where his wife was busily baking cook-
ies. 

With his last remaining strength he crawled to the table and was just barely able to lift his with-
ered arm to the cookie sheet. As he grasped a warm, moist chocolate chip cookie, his favorite 
kind, his wife suddenly whacked his hand with a spatula. 

Gasping for breath, he asked her, "Why did you do that?" 

She replied, "Those are for the funeral." 

http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Disciplines-Christian-Content-Pilgrimage-ebook/dp/B006U068KA
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Disciplines-Christian-Content-Pilgrimage-ebook/dp/B006U068KA


Because a Sunday 

School Teacher told 

me how to become a 

Christian and I ac-

cepted Christ.               

               —Bill Hicks 
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On January 16. the first "Men's Night Out" was held 
with 28 men and visitors in attendance.  As an-
nounced, it was an evening of fellowship and the 
playing of "Texas 42".  Since the gathering was 
sponsored by the Encouragers Men's Sunday School 
Class,  all of the men were challenged to be 
"encouragers" and to look for an opportunity each 
day to be an encouragement to someone. 

MEN’S    NIGHT    OUT 

   February 14th is                   Valentines Day.  It is a  

time  when we think about the people we love and why we love them.   
But what about God?  Why do you love God? 

Because He first loved me.   
                     —Linda Blackwell 

"I love Him, I love Him, be-
cause He first loved me, and 
purchased by salvation on 
Calv'ry's tree."—Elmer Crosby 

Because  he  sent  his  only  begotten  son,   
Jesus,  to  willingly  die  and  promises  that   
    believing  in  Him,  I  will  have  eternal  life.         
                                                                      —Nancy  Smith 
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Spring Woods has eight active deacons and two deacons in 
training who will serve our congregation during 2014. The active 
deacons include Carol Nixon (Chairman of the Deacons), Terry 
Traphagan (Vice Chairman), Mark Dobbs (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Les Bonham, Ronnie Bullock, Jerry Phillips, Mickey Smith, and 
Ron Blackwell. Bryce Adcock and Jimmie Bullock are deacons in 
training and will be ordained later this year. 

Deacons are servant leaders who are called to serve the needs of our church and provide support 
for our pastoral staff. Each week two of our deacons are designated as Deacons-on-Call. Their 
names are listed in the bulletin and on the announcement power point on Sunday morning. Office 
staff also can give you their names and contact information. The function of the Deacon-on-Call is to 
assist the pastoral staff in providing support for our church family during times of need such as hos-
pital visits bereavements, or other times of need. 

In order for our church family to know our deacons better a short biography 
of one of the deacons will be included in the next ten newsletters. We will 
start with our Chairman, Carol Nixon. 

Carol was born in Menard Texas in 1946. He grew up on a ranch with his sis-
ter Ann and his Christian parents. Church has always been a part of his life. 
He accepted Christ as his personal savior at the age of nine. After high school 
he attended Texas A & M where he completed two degrees in Civil engineer-
ing. While attending A & M he worked one summer on staff at Glorieta Bap-
tist Assembly near Santa Fe, New Mexico. While there he started dating a 
young lady from Bartlesville, OK. They were married a year later. They have 
two children, Greg and Meredith and two grandchildren, Tyler and Annabel. 

After graduation Carol worked for several engineering consultant firms in Jackson, Mississippi, Atlan-
ta, Georgia, Columbia, South Carolina, and Los Angeles, California.  In 1976 the consultant firm he 
was working for transferred him to Houston. He continued working for various consultants until 
1989, when he started working for Texas Dept. of Transportation. He is now retired. 

Carol enjoys travel. photography and serving our God,  He currently serves as Sunday School Direc-
tor and is a member of the Nominating Committee. 
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Happy  New  Year's  and  Happy  Valentine's!  That  
seems  strange,  but  we  are  combining   January  
and  February  in  our  newsletter  this  month. 

Have   you   made   any   New   Year's   resolutions  
yet?  Well,   I  haven't  either.   I'm  not  very  good  at  
keeping  them.  Instead  of  resolutions,  I  ask  God  
to   help  me   to   know  Him   better   by   reading  my  
Bible   more   every   day.   He   wants   us   to   know  
Him,   not   know   about   Him.  We   can   do   that   by  
talking  with  him  every  day.  He  likes  to  hear  from  
us  and  we  need  to  listen  to  God  also. 

In   Sunday   School   we   are   studying   about   Real  
Life   Questions.   Last   Sunday   we   asked   the  
question  "Does  God  Love  People?"   Next  Sun-
day    the   question   is   "Who   Is  God?".   Then   the  
rest   of   this   unit   asks:  Why  Should   I  Tell  About  
Jesus?,  Who  Wrote   The  Bible?,   How  Did  God  

Create   The  World?   and  Why   Is   There   Sin?   If  
you  want  the  answers  ask  your  child  each  Sun-
day   or   read   your   Bible   and   be   able   to   answer  
your  child's  questions. 

We  have  two  Scripture  verses  for  this  unit.  One  
is   "Help  me   understand   your   instruction,   and   I  
will  obey  it  and  I  will  follow  it  with  all  my  heart."  
Psalm   119:34.   The   other   verse   is   "Turn   to  me  
and  be  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  For  I  am  
God,  and  there  is  no  other."  Isaiah  45:22.  Those  
are  powerful  words  from  God.  We  need  to  learn  
them! 

Remember,  God  loves  you  no  matter  what! 

Nora  Bonham 

3-5  Grade  SS Teacher 

          Sunday School Grades 3-5 

Jan. 29   6:30    Called Business Meeting 
Feb. 2   2:00    Duds & Studs Football  
Feb. 2    3:00    Chili Cook Off 
Feb. 4    6:30    Nominating Committee 
Feb 9    7:15    Deacons Meeting 
Feb 11   6:30    Finance Committee 
Feb 12   6:30    Business Meeting 
Feb 14    VALENTINE’S  DAY 
Feb 15   9:00    Quilt & Craft Lock Out 
Feb 15   10:00  12:00 Upward Soccer Evaluations 
Feb 18   6:30    Upward Soccer Practice 
Feb 22   9:00    Building and Grounds Workday 
Mar 1   9:00-5:00  VBS Training Meeting 
 

Events  to Watch For February 
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HIGH ATTENDSANCE SUNDAY IS ALMOST HERE 

March 2 is High Attendance Sunday. We are still trying to reach the goal of 140 per-
sons in Sunday School.  We have almost made it several times. 

Some of our regular members were unable to attend for various reasons on the 
specified Sundays. Now, we know that we cannot schedule these times of emphasis 
when everyone can be here. Right now mark March 2 on your calendar and plan to 
come and bring a friend or family member with you.  The number one reason people 
give for attending Sunday School or Church Services is that someone invited them. 

Some classes have planned breakfast and other special activities to attract members 
and guests. On March 2 we are planning a church wide continental breakfast to 
help reduce the preparation time you will need that morning by being able to eat at 
the church.  We will be serving cereal, breads, fruit, yogurt as well as coffee, juice, 
and milk.  Let us all rise up and join our friends for a GREAT DAY in the MORNING  
on March 2 at Spring Woods Baptist Church. 

Brother Carol Nixon and many others have been praying and working hard promoting 
Sunday  School  Study.    This  time  let’s  all  join  together  and  exceed  this  goal  with  room  
to spare for the glory of the Lord. 

VIP’S  FOR  FEBRUARY 
Feb. 2 Feb 9 Feb 16 Feb 23 

Denise Taphagan, RP Angela Stevens, RP Amanda Maynard, RP Wendy Mancuso, RP 

Marlene Moore Betsy Green Richard Maynard Rhoda Kirkwood 

Martha James Whitney Bullock Mary Christopher Sandy Mayfield 

Daisy Herbert Butch Mancuso Laura Payne Dennis Moore 

Jimmy Bullock Debbie Bullock Axie Bullock Donna Moore 



We have begun registering for Soccer and will continue through most of February.  The first 
game will be March 8, 2014.  Be praying for all the Coaches and Referees, as they will be re-

ceiving training the month of February.  We will also be having par-
ents, moms, dads, grandmothers, and grandfathers orientation meet-
ings during the month.  Each Saturday Morning February 1, 9, and 15 
we will have training and orientation at 10 and 11 am.  I hope you 
will all attend. If you are serving as the Prayer Warriors for the 
League you should plan to attend at least one of the Saturday train-
ing times so you will have a better understanding of the league    
process.   

This year we are also looking for people who have a passion for shar-
ing  God’s  Word  with  the  students  and  their  parents.    In  the  past  we  

have relied on the Coaches to do practice devotions but this year we are trying a different 
format.  The half time devotions are available for someone to help with during the halftime of 
each game.  You will have about 8 minutes to present a Bible lesson 
or a Character Building devotion at Halftime or at practice.  These les-
sons are already prepared and you will just need to pray and take the 
time to allow the Lord to ready you to enthusiastically share the Word 
of God.    

Wednesday Night January 29, 2014 begins our 100 Days of Prayer for 
Spring Woods Soccer Ministry.  Remember, our Soccer ministry does 
not exist to produce Soccer Professionals; it exists to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with students and parents to bring them to faith 
in Jesus Christ while at the same time allow Students and their Fami-
lies a good and safe sporting experience.  We will be teaching some basic skills and encour-
aging a healthy sense of competition.  I pray the Lord will lead each of you to be involved.   

Perhaps you would like to help in some way I have not mentioned.  Let me know your desire 
and passion.  I will see where we can put you to work.  There are so many opportunities of 
service in this ministry that the sky is the limit,   Remember the words of Paul when he said 
that he was willing to be all things to all people that he may win some.  Whatever it takes!  
Step up and get involved. 

Serving with you 
 

Pastor Jerry 
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Spring Woods Soccer  
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Holy  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 

I  know  that  a  thousand  years  are  as  a  day  to  you,  but  we  humans  are  bound  up  in  
time.  As  a  new  year  is  about  to  begin,  please  teach  me  to  .  .  . 

             *  care  more  about  people  and  less  about  things, 

             *  enjoy  my  work  but  not  let  it  enslave  me, 

             *  and  laugh  more  easily  than  I  did  last  year. 

As  I  get  ready  for  2014,  help  me  to  remember  things  that  are  easy  to  forget  .  .  . 

             *  that  it  might  well  be  my  last  year, 

             *  that  some  people  are  counting  on  me, 

             *  and  that  you  have  things  for  me  to  do. 

Lord,  with  the  things  I  have  accumulated  over  the  years,  please  let  me  .  .  . 

             *  shake  off  the  monotony  of  life, 

             *  try  some  new  things  in  this  new  year, 

             *  and  mend  some  broken  fences. 

And,  Father  of  Mercies,  please  teach  me  in  this  new  and  unspoiled  year  to  .  .  . 

             *  lighten  up  and  enjoy  children,  sunsets,  reading,  and  long  walks, 

             *  avoid  quarrels  and  work  at  being  a  peacemaker  in  this  world, 

             *  and  start  next  year  with  fewer  regrets  than  I  bring  to  2014. 

I  cannot  know  what  this  year  will  bring,  and  I  am  grateful  for  that!  But  help  me  .  .  . 

             *  eat  less  junk  food, 

             *  exercise  and  take  better  care  of  my  body, 

             *  and  learn  to  enjoy  the  simple  pleasures  of  life. 

Above  all  other  things,  Father,  I  want  to  be  your  instrument  for  .  .  . 

             *  easing  somebody's  too-heavy  load, 

             *  relieving  some  sad  person's  misery, 

             *  and  introducing  some  lost  soul  to  Jesus. 

Come  what  may  in  the  year  about  to  begin,  may  we  live  it  for  your  glory,  within  your  
will,  and  to  your  delight. 

We  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 
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NEW MEDIA IN THE LIBRARY 

 

Another book that the pastor has been 
recommending and the library has is  
Dangerous by Caleb Bislow. 

From a warring tribal village in Africa to 
a Rob Zombie concert to a 
Guatemalan prison to a 
bombed out church in Su-
dan, Caleb Bislow shares 
firsthand stories of how 
God is working around the 
world. Some see Caleb's 
life and faith as extreme, 
but to him, sharing God's 
love in the most danger-
ous and despised places 
in the world is simply living a life of sur-
render. 
 
With humbleness and even some hu-
mor, Caleb inspires readers to step out 
of their comfort zones and take godly 
risks wherever they are. Rounding out 
the book are appendixes of organiza-
tions to join or support and specific 
prayer needs around the world.  

The Insanity of God tells 
a story—a remarkable 
and unique story to be 
sure, yet at heart a very 
human story—of Nik and 
Ruth Ripken's own spir-
itual and emotional odys-
sey as they went through 

their assignment as missionaries to  
Somalia. The gripping, narrative ac-

count of a personal pilgrimage into 
some of the toughest places on earth, 
combined with sobering and insightful 
stories of the remarkable people of faith 
Nik and Ruth encountered on their jour-
neys, will serve as a powerful course of 
revelation, growth, and challenge for 
anyone who wants to know whether 
God truly is enough. 

 

Short notes: 

The deacons collected and donated ap-
proximately 25 gifts to the Hospitality 
House, a Baptist ministry in Huntsville, 
Texas in December for Children aged 4 
to 7th grade.  The Hospitality House 
ministers to the families of incarcerated 
prisoners. 

The Media Center collected, donated, 
and delivered over 30 Bibles and sever-
al other boxes of materials to the Hospi-
tality House, a Baptist ministry in Hunts-
ville, Texas to support their outreach 
and ministry to the families of incarcer-
ated prisoners. 

Hello Friends, 

Well, I’‛ve been pretty busy visiting the children in the 
Nursery wing and  I haven’‛t had a second to sit down 
and write my column for the Newsletter,  so I’‛’‛ll just 
say, “Happy 2014 and don’‛t forget to come by the li-
brary and see what all we have.”  



KID’S NEWS 
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In  December,  all  of  the  grade  school-aged  children  got  together  to  have  their  own  Christmas  party.   

GA’S,  RA’S  AND  YOUTH  MAKE  CHRISTMAS  COOKIES  
FOR CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 



Even though Christmas may seem as a long time ago, pictures of the seasons are always wel-
come.  Here are some that were snapped around SWBC at the Hanging of the Green and at 

the Community Christmas in the Park celebration. 

P A G E  1 1  Christmas at SWBC 

ANNOUNCING THE ENCOURAGERS
A Church-wide  men’s  Sunday  

School class meets every Sun. 
morning at 9:15 in the Chapel. If 
you enjoy spiritual discussions 

from  a  man’s  point  of  view,  you’re  
invited to come be a part of

The Encouragers.1 Thessalonians 5:11
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SPANISH CLASS 

Spanish Class has had a bit of a rocky start reclaiming it's place in the priority 
of things, but now it seems that we are back, and kicking the enemy's tail out 
of our way so that we may continue studying for our mission and purpose. 

And, yes!!  we are on a mission.  Our mission is to learn another 'tongue' as 
talked about in 1 Corinthians chapter 14, 

"Follow then the way of love while you set your heart on the gifts of the Spirit, 
and the highest gift you can wish for is to be able to speak the messages of God." 
I Cor. 14:1, Phillips translation of the Bible, and that we can translate English/
Spanish and Spanish/English. Our reason for this is: International Missions ....... 
and our "foreign territory" is located right here in Houston, Texas. 

Starting our 2nd semester, we added a new "text" Book , La Biblia. Differentiating 
between the usual method of teaching a text and our very own method, each 
class member gets to choose his own verse to present to the class each week, 
then we have fun translating Spanish/English, and  English/Spanish.  Sometimes we  even get a per-
sonal testimony as to what that verse says to each individual: this staying in context with our pur-
pose which is to honor, praise, and exalt our Blessed Redeemer. 

It is not too late to join us in this mission and purpose.  If you think you cannot learn Spanish, you 
absolutely can.  If God urges you to join this class, it is because HE wants you to learn, and we all 
know that what HE wants, HE enables. 

Sunday evening 5:00pm Fellowship Hall. 

Gloria McCary 

Pictures  of  the  Choir  Christmas  Music  Presentation,  the  visiting  missionary,   
and  Jerry  Williams  lighting  the  advent  candles  one  Sunday  Morning 

http://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Library.sr/CT/PERSONAL/k/287/Fruit-of-Spirit-Love.htm
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Living Word Bible Class chose as their Christmas celebration a Sunday brunch during 
the Sunday School hour December 22. Their meeting room was decorated festively as 
though it was a catered affair. Each member brought their favorite dish. After caroling 
and reading the Christmas story, brunch was served. Names had been drawn ahead of 
time, and gifts were exchanged and opened.     

Pictured left to right are Buddy and Gail Thweatt, Mickey and Nancy Smith, Gloria 
McCary Betty McDonald behind Gloria, Howard 

McDonald, Della Mousner, Sam and Nancy Anton, Rhoda and Jim Kirkwood, Lin-
da Mathis and Jerry Phillips.  

 
 

. 

 

 

 

Buddy Thweatt played Santa 
Clause and is shown presenting 
a gift to Howard McDonald. 

Stacy Vrecenar, Kathy Beal, and 
Mickey Wells. Buddy Thweatt leads the  

caroling. 

January & February Birthdays 

January 
Mary  Christopher    Jan4     
Katy  Mayfield        Jan  5   
Glen  Payne     Jan  6   
Nancy  Anton     Jan  8   
  Cameron  Fleming    Jan  11   
  Thomas  Thrush    Jan  11   
  Robert  Hill     Jan  16   
  Randy  James        Jan16   
*Wallace  Garrett    Jan  17   
  Vernie  Chamlee    Jan  21   
  Isabelle  Frazier    Jan  27   
  Corey  Mancuso    Jan  30 
  Sharla  Young                         Jan  30 

February 
Walter  Whitt     Feb  2   
Adriana  Gonzalez    Feb  3   
John  Hiatt                            Feb  5 

 

Mark  Whitt                              Feb  5 
Robbie  Greaney    Feb  6   
Marissa  Moore    Feb  9   
Clarence  Robinson,  Jr   Feb  9   
  Mary  Rodriguez    Feb  12   
  Erma  Kelso     Feb  13   
  Steve  Edgley     Feb  14   
  Xithlaly  Pulido    Feb  15   
  Elmer  Crosby    Feb  16   
  Olivia  Bullock   Feb  17 
  *Corlis  Holt     Feb  17   
  *Sam  Anton     Feb  20   
  Brenda  Clausen    Feb  21 
  Janette  Gruver    Feb  26   
  Jose  Herbert     Feb  26   
  Betsy  Green     Feb  28   
  Dottie  Gutierrez    Feb  28   
  Marlene  Moore    Feb  28   
  *Terry  Traphagan    Feb  28   



Anniversaries 
January 

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kenney  Jan 4 

Mr. & Mrs. *Ray Ritchie Jan 6 

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Payne Jan 8 

Mr. & Mrs. *Charles Hicks     Jan 25 

 

February 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dobbs Feb 7 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hemmeter Feb13 

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Herbert Feb24 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Tripp Feb22 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

Family Birthdays and Anniversaries Jan. & Feb 
As He leads you into another year covered by His  

grace and filled with His love, may your heart  

feel even more in His Joy. 

Spring Woods Baptist Church 
10131 Emnora Lane 
Houston, TX 77080 

Staff emails 
Jerry Mayfield, Pastor                 jerrylmayfield@aol.com 

Jerry Williams, Music                 jerrywilliams@travelleaders.com  

Donna Moore, Programs            dmooreswbc@gmail. com 

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not parish 

but have everlasting life!—John 3:16 
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